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China's Foreign Ministry spokesperson strongly urged Japan to cancel its plan to release nuclear-contaminated water into the
sea and dispose of it responsibly. The statement was made in Beijing.

China has implemented stricter radioactivity inspections of Japanese seafood and banned imports of fresh fish from Japan
since July. This is due to the risk of the Fukushima nuclear-contaminated water being released into the Pacific Ocean.

Japan's seafood exports to China dropped by 33.7 per cent in July, reaching 234.51 million yuan (4.6 billion yen), as reported
by the General Administration of Customs in China.

China is Japan's biggest seafood destination, with seafood contributing 87.1 billion yen. Scallops, sea cucumbers, bonito, and
tuna were among the top items.

Japan exported agricultural, forestry, and marine products worth Â¥278.2 billion ($2 billion) to China last year, says the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

Following the 2011 tsunami and earthquake, China banned the import of food and agricultural products from five Japanese
prefectures. The ban has since expanded to cover 10 out of Japan's 47 prefectures, making China the largest importer of
Japanese seafood.

According to Chinese media, authorities in Zhejiang province in Eastern China seized Japanese food items sold by a local
company due to tightened controls on Japanese food imports after Tokyo's plan to release radioactive water into the ocean.
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The authorities in Jiashan County, located in the province, confiscated candy, chocolate, and beverages from Fukushima and
two other prefectures. They also ordered the company to improve its business practices, according to the report.

The local authorities cracked down on seafood imports from Japan after Beijing initiated radiation testing last month.

Rice imports from Japan, as well as other food and beverages, have been delayed at Chinese customs due to recent testing
protocols, according to sources familiar with the bilateral relationship.

Japan is planning to release treated water from the Fukushima plant into the ocean in late August or early September. China
has strongly opposed the plan.

Japan's ocean discharge plan has been repeatedly questioned by the international community over the past two years due to
concerns about the long-term reliability of the purification facility, the accuracy of the nuclear-contaminated water data and the
effectiveness of the monitoring arrangement. The move away from Japanese seafood could accelerate once the water
discharge begins.
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