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FAO launches global initiative to reduce need for antimicrobials for sustainable
agrifood systemsA
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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) announced the launch of a new action-oriented, country-
focused initiative to reduce the need for antimicrobials on farms,A amid the growing threat posed byA Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR)A A in the food and agriculture sector, impacting terrestrial and aquatic animal health, plants and the
environment and causing significant economic losses to farmers across the globe.

a??The persistent use of antimicrobials in livestock production is concerning for human health, animal welfare, and
environmental sustainability,&?¢ QU Dongyu, FAO Director-General said in a video message announcing the launch of the
initiative Reduce the Need for Antimicrobials on Farms for Sustainable Agrifood Systems Transformation (RENOFARM).

a??We must explore innovative pathways to curb the use of antimicrobials and promote sustainable practices that safeguard
public health and our planet's well-being while improving livestock productivity,&? he told the International Symposium on
Pathways to Reduce the Need for Antimicrobials to Support Sustainable Livestock Transformation in Chongging.

Organized in collaboration with the Rongchang District, Chongqing City, Chongqing Academy of Animal Sciences, National
Center of Technological Innovation for Pigs, and with support from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China, the
event gathered more than 200 experts from China and across the globe.

The RENOFARM initiative aims to provide countries with policy support, technical assistance, capacity building, and
knowledge sharing to help reduce the need for antimicrobials in livestock production, prioritizing animal health and welfare,
mitigating environmental impact, and enhancing food security and nutrition thus, helping to achieve the 2030 Agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals.
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