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BENEO joins forces in sustainable rice farming project in Vietnam
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As part of the project collaboration, BENEO is responsible for developing the market for SRP-certified rice
ingredients, with Rikolto leading the training of Viethamese farmers
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BENEO, a leading manufacturer of functional ingredients for food, feed and pharma, is partnering with international non-
governmental organisation, Rikolto, and climate technology company, CarbonFarm, to launch a three-year project, funded by
the Government of Flanders, promoting sustainable rice production in Vietnam.

As one of the worlda??s largest rice exporters, Vietham relies heavily on this staple crop for both economic stability and food
security. However, the industry faces significant challenges related to sustainability, climate and environmental impact.
Globally, rice cultivation practices account for around 10 per cent of anthropogenic methane emissions and more than a third
of irrigation water worldwide. Vietnama??s farming sector struggles with inefficient water use, overapplication of fertilisers and
pesticides, and the burning of rice residues 4?7 all of which contribute to soil degradation, biodiversity loss, and higher
greenhouse gas emissions.

Sustainable rice production can almost halve greenhouse gas emissions and reduce water usage by 30 per cent, without any
loss in yield. To reduce the environmental impact of rice production and encourage the transition to sustainable, climate-
resilient rice cultivation, an integrated approach is essential. This is the driving force behind the new project launched by
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BENEO and its partners. Funded by the Government of Flanders with approximately 800,000 Euros, it is part of the Flanders
International Climate Action Programme.

The project, which kicked off in April during a Belgian state visit to Vietham, will train at least 1,000 farmers in Vietnama??s
Mekong Delta as of summer 2025 on sustainable and climate-resilient agricultural practices in line with the Sustainable Rice
Platform (SRP) standards. This includes guidance on efficient water management and responsible use of pesticides and
fertilisers, with demonstration fields used to showcase practical applications of sustainable rice farming. Innovative
technologies, such as satellites and digital logbooks, will be used to monitor the farming practices and scientifically measure
emissions and water usage.

As part of the project collaboration, BENEO is responsible for developing the market for SRP-certified rice ingredients, with
Rikolto leading the training of Vietnamese farmers and CarbonFarm, a climate-tech company focused on decarbonising rice
cultivation, will deploy digital and satellite tools to support data collection, sustainability assessments, and project validation.



