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The future of food in South East Queensland is under the microscope with efforts to future-proof thousands of jobs and unlock
billions of dollars in economic and social benefits.

Work is underway by Australiaâ??s national science agency CSIRO and the Council of Mayors (SEQ) to develop
Australiaâ??s first evidence-backed regional food systems strategy for South East Queensland. Workshops have been held at
the Sunshine Coast and in Brisbane, bringing together food system stakeholders and industry representatives to help inform
the strategy.

The Strategy follows the release of the first national stocktake of Australiaâ??s $800 billion food system in June, calling for a
coordinated approach to managing complex challenges across the sector.

South East Queenslandâ??s population is projected to reach six million by 2046, when it will be home to 75 per cent of all
Queenslanders and 1 in 6 Australians. The region currently generates over $334 billion in gross regional product, contributing
two-thirds of Queenslandâ??s total economic output and 75 per cent of all Queensland jobs.

SEQâ??s food sector is a significant economic and job generator with more than 11,700 agricultural businesses employing
more than 28,000 people. Over 20 per cent of the Stateâ??s total agricultural production is grown in SEQ, generating more
than $11.9 billion in exports annually and supporting local manufacturing, logistics and export industries.

Lockyer Valley, â??Australiaâ??s salad bowlâ??, is among the worldâ??s most fertile farming regions. The Lockyer Valley
and Somerset regions currently provide 40 per cent of Queenslandâ??s fresh produce and 5 per cent of the nation's.

https://www.nuffoodsspectrum.asia


Toowoomba Region supplies 90 per cent of the stateâ??s pork and 85 per cent of its eggs, highlighting the regionâ??s
critical contribution to national food security.

Feeding our growing population into the future means tackling a range of challenges, including water security, climate shocks,
growth pressures and global demands generated on the back of major events, including the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

The food system encompasses all interconnected components involved in producing, processing, distributing, consuming, and
managing food waste.

The strategy will identify pressures, opportunities, actions and responses to help ensure SEQâ??s food system is ready for
2032 and beyond. It will be developed with councils, government agencies, industry and community groups.

The project is supported by the Department of Primary Industries and will build on the Queensland Governmentâ??s Prosper
2050 blueprint to increase the Stateâ??s primary production output to $30 billion by 2030.

Council of Mayors (SEQ) Chair, Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner said, â??When people in South East Queensland can easily get
fresh food, theyâ??re not just eating well, theyâ??re enjoying the health, jobs and economic benefits that come with it.

â??Food and agriculture are part of who we are as a region, but local industries are under growing pressure.

â??Councils canâ??t solve these challenges alone, so strong partnerships with other levels of government and industry are
critical to make sure our food system is ready for the future.â?•


